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THE ISSUE

We define_abandonment as a situation where an
individual is deserted without any or limited resources by
another individual on whom s/he is dependent for social
and financial survival

Among myriad transnational problems of VAW, in the
South Asian American context, abandonment of wives Is
mMost common

Three common scenarios of Transnational Abandonment
Abandoned in the U.S.

Abandoned in a South Asian country following deceptive/
coercive return

Holiday Bride ‘




THE MAGNITUDE

0o Almost every South Asian country has abandoned
women deserted by their non-resident husbands,
Including India

0 Approx. 25,000 deserted women are in Punjab (Anil
& Ranjit Malhotra, February 2007)

0 Approx. 12,000 deserted women are in Gujarat (NRI
Internet, November 2004)

0 Most of the information we have Is from India, some
from Pakistan and Bangladesh




TELL UsS ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCE!




THE CHALLENGE

LEGAL
Split jurisdiction over marital conflict cases

Lack of information and awareness in both countries about each
other’s laws and cultural contexts

Problems include conflicting adjudication with loss of child support,
alimony, and equitable property settlement

Lack of legal expertise when laws of more than one country are
involved

Insufficient time given by U.S. courts to respond to divorce
complaints when domicile is split

Abandonment is not recognized as Violence against Women

IMMIGRATION

Dependent visa holders, conditional green card holders, and women
who are unable to enter the U.S. without sponsorship by their

spouses are most vulnerable

Inability to enter the U.S. to seek representation ‘

Loss of immigration status if abandoned in the U.S.




THE CHALLENGE

SYSTEMIC
Lack of access to appropriate language facilitation
Lack of access to affordable housing/shelter
Lack of access to legal system
Immigration barriers

SOCIAL
Social pressures to sustain marriage
Stigma of abandonment and divorce
Mothers are especially socially vulnerable

FINANCIAL
Inability to come to the U.S. and support herself
Inability to access legal resources in the U.S. from abroad
Financial dependence on natal family or in-laws




SCENARIO 1:
How WouLD YoU HELP ELIZA?

Eliza met Peter while both were studying computer sciences in college.
They fell in love and married quietly in a small church in a seashore village
In India. They lived together for two years while both worked in call
centers. Suddenly, the company Peter worked for transferred him to the
U.S. to be trained for further advancement. Eliza was extremely happy and
Peter promised he would get her to come as soon as he could manage.
Eliza kept working in the call center to make both ends meet. They kept in
touch via emails and phone calls. Within six months, Peter told Eliza that
he had fallen in love with another woman and was plannlng to marry her.
He sent Eliza Rs.20,000 (equivalent to $500) and told her their relationship
was over. He also told her that if she made too much noise about this, he
would deny ever marrying her. In fact, Eliza started to hear from others
that Peter was already telling everyone that he had never married but had
been only living with her. Lately, she has been unable to contact Peter by
phone and her emails and letters are being returned. Eliza fears that Peter
may have changed his job\s and address to cut off contact with her. Eliza
Is afraid that she will not be able to prove she was married to Peter since
their marriage was never registered. She has become ill with worry and
stress and has lost her job due to excessive absenteeism. Eliza’s parents
are poor and cannot support their daughter. In their small community, her
reputation has been ruined. Finally, Eliza contacted the local NGO in her
village, which has contacted your organization for help.




SCENARIO 2:
How WouLD YoUu HELP BALJEET ?

Baljeet and Satnam have been married for nearly ten years. They have a
six-year-old daughter. They have been living in your state for five years.
Baljeet has contacted your agency a number of times and reported to you
that Satham has been abusing her since the day of their marriage. Six
months ago, Baljeet had called the police for the first time when Satham
had thrown her and her daughter out of the house. After the police came
and took down a report, Satham became more restrained in his behavior
and since then had even apologized to Baljeet. As a good will gesture, he
then proposed that all of them go to India for a vacation and start their lives
all over again. Baljeet was very happy and called you to say goodbye
before she left for India. Now, Baljeet has called from India to say that
Satnam had left for the U.S. three months ago and she was to join him in
another month. Suddenly she has received a divorce decree, which shows
that she had never responded to an earlier notice and hence, the divorce
has gone through ex parte. Baljeet decided to go back to the U.S.
immediately and found that her and her daughter’s travel documents were
missing, supposedly taken by Satnam from a locker without her knowledge.
Baljeet does not know what to do and needs help. She is hysterical says
that she does not want to divorce Satnam and will beg him to take her
back. She says that if you had not asked her to call the police none of this
would have happened.




UPDATES ON TRANSNATIONAL ABANDONMENT
2005 - 2008

Indian Government’s Engagement

The Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA) has
launched a scheme to enable abandoned Indian women
Initiate legal proceedings

Increased outreach to other SAWOs

Manavi has gathered over 80 cases from SAWOs across
the U.S.

The Role of International Law: The Hague Apostille
Convention and The Hague Convention on International
Child Abduction

“AMAN: The Global Voices for Peace in the Home”




OUTSTANDING ISSUES

The MOIA Scheme

The Impact of International Law

Split Jurisdiction




BUILDING A TRANSNATIONAL RESPONSE

Coordinating
Organizations:
Manavi and
SEVEI

Core Group of
Organizations

All members of
Aman Network




BUILDING A TRANSNATIONAL RESPONSE

The AMAN Network proposes that SAWOSs join the
International collaboration to address VAW issues,
Including the transnational abandonment project.

Manavi proposes to coordinate this initiative in the U.S.
while Swayam is the Aman Secretariat in India,
coordinating the efforts of Indian and perhaps South
Asian organizations.

Manavi and Swayam, with the assistance of a core
groups of SAWOs in the U.S., will reach out to women’s
organizations in other South Asian & host countries to
expand the network.




COLLABORATIVE RESPONSE
STRATEGIES

DIRECT SERVICES

Manavi and Swayam will develop an international referral
system for SAWOs in the U.S., and organizations in South
Asian countries, starting with India

Manavi will maintain a E-listserv for disseminating information
on this project to all SAWOQOs

With the assistance of a core group of SAWOs, Manavi and
Swayam will organize a teleconference where lawyers and
experts from India and the U.S. will exchange information and
discuss legal aspects of transnational abandonment

Manavi and Swayam will work towards cultivating a pool of
lawyers who can assist abandoned women




COLLABORATIVE TRANSNATIONAL
OUTREACH

OUTREACH

Include the issue of transnational abandonment in outreach
components — within the SA communities, to mainstream
service providers, educate the law enforcement and judiciary,
and sensitize shelter providers, engage the media and
academia

Swayam will conduct outreach to women’s organizations in
other South Asian countries, while Manavi continues to
outreach to the SAWOSs in the U.S.

Manavi and Sakhi will contribute towards an information booklet
to be published and launched in India in collaboration with
Swayam for women immigrating to the U.S.

Manavi and interested SAWOs will explore opportunities to
outreach and collaborate with various stakeholders such as
corporations , USCIS, and the Indian Consulate




STRATEGIES FOR POLICY CHANGE

IMMEDIATE POLICY/PROCESS GOALS

Longer response period for legal complaints submitted in the
U.S. when a woman is overseas

Advocate for intermediary relief such as the ability to represent
oneself via telephone in the U.S. courts when complaints are filed
by the abandoning partner in the U.S.

Initiate test cases where abandoned women seek rehabilitation
funds when alimony may not be granted due to short duration of

the marriage ‘




STRATEGIES FOR LONG TERM
POLICY CHANGE

INTERMEDIATE — LONG TERM GOALS

Advocate for judiciary /policy change stipulating that the
abandoning spouse filing for divorce, custody etc. in the
U.S. must enable the abandoned spouse to seek
representation in the U.S. court by bearing the cost of
travel, accommodation, and appropriate legal fees.
Alternatively, at the request of abandoned spouse who
may be unable to seek representation in a U.S. court
due to immigration or financial barriers, jurisdiction must
be passed to the court in the woman’s home country




STRATEGIES FOR LONG TERM
POLICY CHANGE (contd.)

INTERMEDIATE — LONG TERM GOALS (contd.)

Seek Consular intervention by granting temporary visas
to abandoned women who want to come to the U.S. in
order to seek representation in U.S. courts

Initiate test cases for VAWA relief for abandoned women
with the aim of expanding the definition of VAW to
Include transnational abandonment

International/ bi-lateral agreements between affected
countries




WORKING TOGETHER

Manavi will collate case data from other SAWOs and
maintain a database on transnational cases. Swayam will
collate similar data from Indian organizations and maintain a
database

Manavi will continue documenting legal and systematic
barriers faced by the victims of transnational abandonment
and provide cultural context and expert testimony for
transnational cases

Core group of SAWOs will educate lawyers and judiciary
systems about the issue, and help women initiate test cases ‘




WORKING TOGETHER

Cultivate a pool of lawyers with the help of the Aman
Network, who are able to advice on legal issues related
to transnational abandonment and clarify the legislative
or judiciary reforms required to address this issue
effectively

Manavi and Swayam will organize a conference call
among the lawyers and experts in South Asia, starting
with India, and those in the U.S.




WORKING TOGETHER

A core group of SAWOs and organizations in South Asia to help
abandoned victims Initiate test cases

Participating organizations from the Aman Network (SAWOs and
organizations in South Asia) to exchange lessons learned and
progress on such cases via periodic teleconferences or a list
serve. Manavi or any other core member of the Network will
catalog the information appropriately

The core group of SAWOs will identify judiciary and legislative
representatives in the U.S., finalize a proposal for policy reform

that enables abandoned women seek representation in a U.S.
court, or upon her request the U.S. court passes jurisdiction to a
South Asian court so that the woman can seek effective ‘
representation, and appeal to identified experts and decision-
makers




WORKING TOGETHER

Network members to work towards Consular
Intervention involving temporary visas that can be
Issued to abandonment victims, allowing them to travel
to the U.S. and seek representation in the U.S. court,
Independent of their spouse’s immigration sponsorship

Assist women Initiate test cases for VAWA relief where
applicable

Establish clarity on the role of international law and/or
bi-lateral agreements ‘




STAFF CONTACT AT MANAVI FOR
TRANSNATIONAL ABANDONMENT INITIATIVES:
MARY ASHA LATHA &

SASWATI SARKAR

‘RESOURCE PERSONS:
‘ SHAMITA DAS DASGUPTA &
URJASI RUDRA
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LET'S END THE INJUSTICE OF
ABANDONMENT OF WIVES!




